Guelph Com m unit y Christ ian School

IN TOUCH
Spring 2017

Board Report
On t he Road t o Guelph, The Road t o Wonder: Our New Principal Mr.
Bierling
By: Pet er Schuurman

195 College Ave W.

Mr. Bierling was born in the Holland Marsh, Ontario. Not directly in the marsh
muck, but as a member of the Christian community that drained and farms the
black soil in the valley just north of Canada?s Wonderland. You might say he was
born in the green of growing vegetables, and he himself flourished in the soil,
growing up through Christian schools, from JK all the way to his B.Ed. at
Redeemer University College.
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Mr. Bierling began teaching the upper grades at Strathroy Community Christian School, becoming Vice Principal after
eight years and four years later the principal. Five years after that it was time for a new challenge and he took on a
larger institution? the JK to Gr. 12 world at Chatham Christian School. In his seventh year of leading this combined
institution, he was not looking to leave Chatham. He heard about the opening at GCCS, and mused about it with his
wife, Margherita and three young adult daughters (Corina 21, Alyson 20, and Ada 17). He casually explored further,
and eventually felt a nudge to consider another career change, and this time closer to the GTA and extended family. So
he applied to one school: GCCS.
Besides his extensive experience in Christian education leadership,
the hiring committee was struck by the wisdom and warmth of Mr.
Bierling. His motivations for his work come from a genuine reliance
on God and a desire to ?catch glimpses of his kingdom? in every
aspect of ordinary life and learning. He matched our mandate to
find a leader that had both integrity and relational skills, and when
we offered him the position at GCCS, he gave us a whole-hearted,
unambiguous ?Yes!?
Continued on page 2

Board Report Continued
When Mr. Bierling spoke at our Spring General Meeting in May 2017, he spoke of the legacy of Christian education
he inherited from his father-in-law, who tragically died of cancer when Marvin and his wife were still just
sweethearts. His father-in-law, Henk Vandervecht, was both a Christian school teacher and a wood carver, and
Marvin showed us all a beautifully carved and painted loon his father-in-law made. Marvin said it reminded him of
the spectacular experience of seeing loons on a lake while canoeing. That sense of awe and wonder for the world, he
explained, is what Christian education is all about. He elaborated further: ?When we experience something new we
get excited and we want to share our excitement with others. We hear our child sing a praise song they learned at
school and we share our joy with everyone we can. After a few years of experiencing this, however, we start to take
these moments for granted? My encouragement to you tonight and into the future is to keep a sharp eye out for the
big and small blessings God is showering on GCCS.?
Christian education is an invitation to wonder. One of Mr. Bierling?s dearest hobbies is cycling on country roads. In
fact, he has been a volunteer for Trailblazers, a cycling club that provides the opportunity for the visually impaired to
enjoy recreational bicycling on a tandem bicycle. This tells us he is comfortable leading others, navigating a path
forward, and pouring his energy into a shared experience of the beauty and exhilaration found in God?s bountiful
creation. It also tells us that he has a heart for partnerships, community service, and good exercise.
Ms. Pennings, who has faithfully served as our interim principal, immediately saw a great partner in Mr. Bierling, and
they have already begun conspiring about next year when Ms. Pennings returns to her VP position. We look forward
to welcoming him to our school, and hope that he finds Guelph to be a great place to partner in building a strong,
Christian educational community. We also hope he finds some great cycling routes around our city. Both are
endeavours in exploring God?s world, and we hope the awe and wonder for it all will grow as we work together for
our school.

Principal'sReport
Children?s Ment al Healt h at GCCS
By: Tanya Pennings
Living in community calls us to exchange respect. Understanding our mental health allows us to be kind to ourselves
and each other. It takes time and care in order to build this into a school. At GCCS our School Team brings together
our Special Education Resource Teachers, classroom teachers, parents, and administration to work through a variety
of difficulties that our students might face. God asks us to to embrace our students wherever they might be in their
journey. We want our community and specifically the students themselves, to know that we seek to come alongside
them.
Aristotle says, ?The habits we form from childhood make no small difference, but rather they make all the difference.?
Students need guidance in forming positive habits, specifically emotional ones. Establishing emotional regulation
skills and building resiliency takes intentional practice. Experiences such as a challenging paragraph poster or
difficult sketch build resiliency. Creating spaces to have a tough conversation with a friend gives students the
opportunity to try to work through things. At GCCS we desire to pursue those emotional habits alongside our
students. Students have highs and lows and that is okay because that is what makes us a community, a place where
we have grace for one another that comes from our God?s perfect grace.

Skate-a-thon Update
By: Dawn Pinson
Guelph Community Christian School?s staff and students enjoyed our annual
fundraiser this past February. Our 35t h Skat e-a-t hon was a great day of skating
and community building. The entire GCCS community traveled by school bus to
the Sleeman Centre where we skated, enjoyed snacks, laughed and danced to the
music.
This skating event allowed all students to rally together in raising money for
projects and items common to the entire student body such as field/class
trips, sporting events, drama productions, music events and supplies, library
books, new classroom equipment and so much more. As well, we were able
to tithe a portion of the funds raised to the Bracelets of Hope Campaign as
well as our sister school in the Dominican Republic.
We are thankful to God for a safe, fun-filled, and successful event. As well,
we praise God for the many, many parents and grandparents that came out
to help us on this day.

Upcoming Events
GCCS Parking Lot Part y - May 27

Last Day of School - June 21

Grade 8 Ot t awa Trip - May 29 - June 1

Marvin Bierling's First Day - August 1

Grade 8 Graduat ion - June 20 at GCCS

2017/ 18 School Year Begins - September 5

