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The Principal'sReport
GCCS seeks to create a variety of opportunities for our students,
opportunities that reflect the uniqueness of God?s creation and the
distinctiveness of our students. Our classroom learning environments are
passionately designed by teachers who desire to reflect our mission to
nurture, educate and inspire students in Christ-centred learning and serving.
In the book, Inspiring Active Learning, Merrill Harmin and Melanie Toth
suggest that to inspire students we want to create an environment that
allows them to ?live with dignity, to engage tasks with energy, to be
appropriately self-managing, to work in community with at least some others,
and to be aware of what is going on around them.? Harmin and Toth
advocate for schools to shape a place of education for the development of the
whole student.
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Outside of the classroom we plan our school calendar and connect with our staff and students to discover
events and talents that we can share as a school community. Our Student Council organizes events such as Fall
Fun Day and B the 1, an anti-bullying initiative. Many coaches work together to organize sports teams such as
cross country runs, hockey, and baseball tournaments. Our grade 8 students work out their leadership training
by hosting lunchtime intramurals for our younger students. We offer an afterschool Robotics Club and lunch
time choirs and band options. Students are also welcome to engage in our Battle of the Books Teams and
Chess Clubs. These activities invite students to engage in God?s world within our school community.
Inspiring students is not only about creating options for them to participate in, but it also involves setting up
systems for them to contribute to our community and support one another. I?m grateful for our student?s
willingness to embrace this aspect of our school in things such as Milk Monitors, Bus Buddies, Patrols, Reading
Buddies, and skate-tying helpers. We have signs posted around our school that speak to our behaviour code,
two of the items on the list are, ?big people take care of little people?and ?make room in your group for others?.
Reading Buddies not only read with their SK buddy, but also walk to the arena with them carrying their skate
bags. This level of interaction demonstrates that within community we participate in fun with one another as
well as finding ways to meet one another?s needs. We are not looking to create only experiences for our
students, rather we want to ensure these experiences are embedded in the development of their person.
Please continue to pray for our school as we desire to equip students with the tools and practices that engage
culture and develop character in order to honour and worship our God.
Tanya Pennings
Interim Principal

Meet the Kindergarten Team
Mrs. Hieke Klapwyk - JK Teacher
My name is Hieke Klapwyk and I have been teaching Junior
Kindergarten at Guelph Community Christian School since 2003. It
has been a life-long pleasure and delight for me to work with young
children who are at the cusp of life and learning. In Junior
Kindergarten, each day is filled with curiosity, wonder, and
exuberance. As we investigate the mystery of God?s amazing world,
we are learning to be artists, mathematicians, readers and writers,
athletes, singers, scientists, and earth keepers. We are learning to
appreciate one others?differences and to live in peace and harmony
with each other. The love of God keeps us grounded and the mercy of
Christ teaches that forgiveness, is by far, the best antidote for conflict.
Kindergarten is a place that invites imagination, contemplation,
innovation, playfulness, creativity, building, dancing, and singing - on
the part of both the student and t he t eacher! It is a place of
entitlement where we grow blissfully tired but never old! It has been a tremendous blessing for me to be part
of the GCCS team for almost fourteen years and to work in a wonderfully equipped classroom where ?My
heart belongs to Kinder!?
Hieke lives with her husband in the small town of Elora. They attend church in Guelph. Hieke and Jack appreciate
spending time with each other, with extended family, friends, and their four grown-up kids! Together, they enjoy
hiking, biking, road-tripping, camping, swimming, and summer folk festivals. Hieke also enjoys listening to audio
bookswhile she growsa ?fantastically?giant garden of spring, summer, and fall flowers.

Mrs. Sharon Putt - SK Teacher
My name is Sharon Putt and I have been teaching SK at GCCS
since the Fall of 2005, and previously at other schools in the public
board. Previously I have had teaching experience in the primary
grades and as a music teacher. Life in the kindergarten classroom
is energizing, busy and never dull. There is so much to learn from
five and six-year old children who continue to reflect God?s grace
and love in their lives. It is a privilege to spend time with them,
encouraging them to grow in spiritual, social and academic ways.
Sharon and her husband are parents to four young adult children. The family lives in Cambridge, where they attend
church and serve the Lord together.

Mrs. Anna Vanderveen - JK and K+ Teacher
My name is Anna Vanderveen and I teach K+ on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. I also have the privilege of assisting in
either the JK or SK classroom every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. My journey with GCCS began twenty nine
years ago when our oldest son walked through the doors
of the senior kindergarten room at the Water Street
location. Thirty four years later, his son walked through
the doors of our current location to tour the school for
possible enrollment in JK this fall. It was a privilege for
our children to have been part of such an amazing school.
They have truly been nurtured, educated and inspired in
their educational journey and have grown to be adults
who in turn do the same for their families.
I feel so blessed to walk through our school door each week to greet staff and students, I continually remind
myself that I am blessed beyond measure to be part of such an incredible workplace. If I was asked to speak on
the best teaching moments over the years, I?m not sure I could choose just one. Each day as I exit the GCCS
doors I am humbled by the fact that God chose me to witness a prayer spoken so gracefully, a song so
beautifully sung, moments of accomplishment and the list goes on. I have been brought to happy tears many a
time as I observe the growth of our students. I once read that what happens in a kindergarten classroom lasts a
lifetime? so true. Praise be to God!
Anna hasbeen part of the GCCSstaff on and off for the past fifteen years. She ismarried to Ed and together they have
four children and five grandchildren.

How to Become a Corporate Sponsor - Easy and Effective!
Over the last 18 months, the GCCS corporate sponsorship program was completely revamped. The program
now offers corporate sponsors a suite of options tailored to their advertising needs. Signing up for this
program involves a minimum commitment of $750.00 per year, with additional options at intervals of $250.00
per additional option. Interested companies simply sign up by confirming their level of commitment and
submitting the requisite artwork to ensure their corporate details are shared with the GCCS community of
staff, parents, alumni and grandparents as well as friends of the school. Corporate sponsors receive significant
views and exposures to the target audiences in print, web, social media and school events. For a sponsorship
quotation request, please go to http://guelphccs.ca/support/#sponsorship and complete the contact form. The
process takes as little as one week to initiate and provides 12 months of ongoing marketing and advertising
messaging.
William J. Row e
Director of Development
Major Gifts and Sponsorships
Mobile: 519-827-8129
Email: will.rowe@guelphccs.ca

Board Update
By Peter Schuurman

Laught er is t he Best Educat or
Many good Christians do not realize that the phrase ?laughter is the best medicine? comes from the book of
Proverbs (17:22). I think we can expand the meaning of the text to include that laughter is also the best
educator, because it saves us from taking ourselves too seriously. Laughing leaves us vulnerable, exposed, and
opens us to friendship and joy.
David Brooks, the astute The New York Times columnist, worried that kids were being raised today to be
serious wonksters: anxious, cynical, and idolizing the empirical. They grow up demoralized, he complained,
with ?a tendency to dismiss other more ethical and idealistic vocabularies that seem fuzzy and, therefore,
unreliable.?
Faith, says the writer of the book of Hebrews, is a measured confidence in something we cannot see. While
statistics certainly serve a good purpose, we want to nurture children whose imagination can stretch far
beyond what can be crunched through data analysis software. We want children who dream, take risks, and
who know deep in their hearts that another world is possible. Children who know the big secret of being a
Christian is joy.
Recently, when our future principal Marvin Bierling wrote to the principal search committee of his desire to
apply for the principal role, he mentioned that he was ?intrigued? that our profile stated we clearly wanted
someone ?with integrity and a sense of humour.? He appreciates a board that recognizes these two qualities
must enroll as inseparable twins at our school.
With regards to integrity, everything we do and teach arises out of our Christian convictions; and our
Christian convictions lean into laughter. Yes, there is trouble to lament in this world; but the goal of all things
is resurrection joy. In fact, at the heart of the Triune God is a dance of joy, and our calling is to enter into that
dance together.
I am reminded of this fundamental playfulness every time I enter the school grounds. Children are darting all
over the playground, laughing, singing, learning, befriending. The excitement around this year?s Skate-a-Thon
fundraiser was absolutely electric, and my own children could not stop talking about the event, and yes, most
of all about the prizes for the classes that collectively reached their fundraising goals. And that doesn?t even
include the time skating around in circles on frozen water. It was fant ast ic, fait hful fun.
?Joy is the serious business of heaven,?said C. S. Lewis. It is also the serious business of GCCS. We have much
to celebrate. The Skate-a-Thon was a great success. The bright sun of springtime will soon be here, and our
new principal will arrive in August. Please continue to pray and give thanks for our good-humoured school.

Upcoming Events
Science Fair Open House - March 8, 7-8 p.m

GCCS Parking Lot Part y - May 27

Spring Membership Meet ing - May 3, 7 p.m.

Grade 8 Ot t awa Trip - May 29 - June 1

Track & Field Day - May 17

Graduat ion - June 20 at GCCS

Spring Concert - May 24, 6:30 p.m.

Last Day of School - June 21

Grandparent 's Day & Plant Sale - May 26

