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Living out the Mission at
GCCS
One of the great things about walking into our building every day is the
fact that our Mission statement is front and centre on the wall in our
foyer. It is a constant reminder that everything we say and do must filter
through this mission. If something does not fit with the mission, we
simply do not do it.
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So what do these words mean? I have included the, “Dictionary.com”
answer that our society may look to and then have expanded the
definitions into what it means for our school. The first three words,
“Nurture, Educate and Inspire” relate to what we do as a school. The
“Christ-centred” piece is the whole reason we do what we do and the
“Learning and Serving” is the response of our students.
Con’t page 2

Let’s break it down.

Our Mission: to

Nurture, Educate and Inspire
Nurture –

1. Toin
feedChrist-centred
and protect

learning and service

training or

2. To support and encourage, as during the period of
development.
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Let’s break it down.
Nurture –

1. To feed and protect
2. To support and encourage, as during the period of training
development.

For us, nurture falls along the same lines as the dictionary definition. At GCCS it
means that we want to know more about your children so that we can support and
encourage them. We want to know: Who are they and what makes them tick?
What are their interests? What makes them who they are? Who are they in God’s
eyes? What gifts and talents do they have? By knowing more about our students,
we have the ability to support and encourage each unique child in our school. It is
our goal to feed them with the “food” that they need and to protect them as
individuals and as a group, within these walls. We want our teachers to know and
support your child(ren) as the child that God created them to be.
Educate -

1. To qualify by instruction or training for a particular calling
2. To develop or train
3. To inform

We are first and foremost a school. It is our job to educate our students and we take that calling very seriously, working
hard to make sure that each child is learning and growing. We differentiate our teaching so that every student has the
opportunity to learn in the best way possible. We meet individual student needs and provide the best opportunities for
them to be successful. When needed, we work with parents to bring in additional support and/or modify a program. At
GCCS, we believe we do this piece incredibly well, providing our students with an exceptional program covering all
subject areas; Math, Language, Bible, History, Geography, Science, Music, Art, Drama, and Physical Education.
Inspire -

1. To produce or arouse (a feeling, thought, etc)
2. To fill or affect with a specified feeling, thought, etc.

Our ultimate goal is to inspire our students in their learning. When our students
start to ask the questions that drive the learning before the teacher has the
opportunity to share the lesson that is inspiration; When we bring caterpillars,
chicken eggs, and tadpoles into our classrooms and the students rush in each
morning to see how they are growing or changing; When we have guest speaker
from around the world and our students ask deeper thinking questions of them;
When we spend time in group discussion hammering out a challenging thought;
When we see our students come up with ways to help others in our school and
community; When we see our students present at chapel; When a student digs into
and gets their Lego robot to solve a complex problem; When we see a student
exclaim that, “I can do it!” It is at these moments that we see that the student
learning has moved from just education to that of inspiration. They want to
produce great works!
Con’t page 10
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LEGO ROBOTICS CLUB
We are excited to offer an Afterschool robotics program for our students this
year. We will be working with LEGO Mindstrom EV3 Kits, which contain
software and hardware to create customizable, programmable robots. Our
students will spend 7 sessions learning to build, program, test and celebrate
their creations.
The Program: Each 90 minute session will involve four key components that
will challenge students to work as a team, be creative and solve real problems.
Students will develop and build skills as they progress through the seven
sessions.

Members of the GCCS
Robotics Club

BUILD – Lego is a wonderful tool with which we can build and create
almost anything. Our students will use the Lego system to build robots
capable of achieving various designed tasks such as the ability to move.
PROGRAM – The programming software will allow students to instruct
their robot to move and complete selected tasks such as moving through a
complex maze. Students will learn programming language and skills that will
allow them to have their robot complete the required tasks.
TEST – Students will test their design and programming and then problem
solve until the task can be completed.
CELEBRATE – We will celebrate our success of design and programming
with each other and our team.

CHAPEL

What an incredible blessing we have at GCCS to be able to gather as a
school and worship our Lord and Saviour. Every week we come
together as a school community for a time of worship and praise.
This year we have two types of Chapel as a school. The first is our
traditional Chapel, which happens approximately every three weeks
from 8:45-9:30. This chapel is led by an individual class (JK-Gr. 8) in
our school. These chapels may include worship songs, drama, a
message from the students, video, etc. The goal of these chapels is for
each class to dig into our school theme and present a message to the
school around it. These chapels are one of the highlights of our school
year.

Grade 4/5 W leads the school in a
Remembrance Day Chapel.

The second type of chapel that we have introduced this year is our
singing Chapels. These happen every week that our traditional chapel
does not take place. As a school we gather together to sing and spend
time in a short devotional or reading. It is so amazing to gather and lift
our voices up in Praise to our Lord! It is another great way we grow
our school community as a whole.
3

Guelph Community Christian School

Fall 2015

What is a S.E.R.T?
The short answer, a Special Education and Resource Teacher. But
what does that mean? Our school seeks to address the wide range
of gifts, talents and challenges found among the children in our
school community. A special education program is an important
component of the resources and support necessary for teachers to
successfully implement a vision of inclusive Christian education.
SERTS can be found supporting specific students and classrooms.
This involves a range of activities including: 1 to 1 work, small
diverse groups from classes, in-class support for classes, and hours
of research to find techniques and ideas to support students. Our
SERTS are also a support to our teachers, providing them with
techniques and tools to help meet the needs of our students. Our
school is blessed by the passion Barb Stronks and Jill Burton pour
into their roles as our SERTS here at GCCS.

Mrs. Jill
Burton

Mrs. Barb
Stronks

UPCOMING EVENTS AT GUELPH COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Christmas Program “JOY to the World” – December 16 @ 2:00 & 6:30 (Contact office for tickets)
Open House, Kindergarten Registration & Vision Night – February 2 – 9:00 am to 9:00 pm
GCCS Skate-a-thon – February 10 @ Sleeman Centre (Please sponsor a student!)
GCCS Main Stage “The BFG (Big Friendly Giant)” – April 20 – 23 (Tickets available for purchase starting April 1)

GCCS Thanks our Business Sponsors!
Interested in becoming a Sponsor, please contact
the office at (519) 824-8860 for more details.
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WELCOME
NEW STAFF TO GCCS
Eric Dettweiler is an educator, musician, and circus performer. He holds
a Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Music degree from Wilfrid Laurier
University. Eric is actively involved in the musical community in KitchenerWaterloo. He performs regularly as a trumpet player with the Wellington Wind
Symphony and Ebytown Brass. Eric is the worship leader and musical director at
Elevation Waterloo. When he is not busy teaching or playing music, he enjoys the
thrill of juggling flaming torches on top of a six-foot unicycle.

Meghan Klein-Geltink is a graduate of Conestoga College and a
JCCS alumni. She has previously worked in several different offices in various
administrative roles before coming to GCCS. She has two children at GCCS -Nolan
in Grade 2 and Bentley in JK/ K+. She attends New Life CRC with her family where
she is the nursery coordinator and her husband Kevin is head councilor for the Cadet
program. In her spare time Meghan enjoys reading and spending quality time with her
family.

Karlene Patrick is a parent here at GCCS with two children currently
enrolled. She is a teacher by training, having taught a variety of ages and subjects both
in Canada and abroad. She has an interest in and a passion for technology which has
enabled her to use it to help GCCS adopt its new student information system,
Sycamore, as well as promote our school through our website and social media.

Theo Wan is a graduate of the University of Guelph and Western University.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology with a minor in English and a
Bachelor of Education. His desire to reach the world with the message and love of
Christ got him involved with the English as a Second Language (ESL) ministry at
Westminster Chapel in Toronto and now at GCCS as the teacher for English Language
Learners.
Theo is involved in the Ultimate Frisbee community and has played at several
Canadian Nationals as a club and university player. He has a great desire to see athletes
and students integrate their faith in sport and to do all things for the glory of God.
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Life at GCCS
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Dawson – Grade 5

GCCS
Art Gallery

Everett – Grade 1K

Chiara – Grade 3

Juwon – Grade 5

Nathan – Grade 4

Callan – Grade 3
8

May – Grade 8
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Rohen - SK
Aryel - SK

Drew - Grade 7

Jacob - JK
Corinne – Grade 8

Danielle – Grade 6

GCCS Art
Leah – Grade 3

Natalie – Grade 7
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Con’t from page 2

Christ -

1. The Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament
2. Jesus of Nazareth

Centred -

1. Having a central axis
2. Equidistance from all bordering or adjacent areas, situated in the
centre.

Christ-centred. This is key to everything we do at GCCS. I explain it to new
parents as this, “Our staff never turn it off. We never stop sharing our faith
through all we do and teach.” Our faith and our belief in Christ as our Lord and
Saviour permeates everything we do. Christ is the centre of our lives and the
centre of the education we provide to our students. He is the reason this school
has been providing Christian Education to families for 54 years! Without Him
as our central focus, we would just be another private school offering a quality
educational service. Because of Christ, we are able to offer so much more. We
are a Christ-centred school and He will always be the focus in everything we do.
Learning -

1. The act or process of acquiring knowledge or skill

Learning -

1. The act or process of acquiring knowledge or skill

We do everything we can to insure our students are learning and growing. This learning is not just academic but includes
social behavior, developing friendships, and praying for and supporting each other. We want our students to be learners
focused on Christ as the centre of everything and we want our students to have the learned tools to be successful in and
where ever God calls them to be.
We do everything we can to insure our students are learning and

growing. This learning is not just academic but includes social behavior,
developing friendships, and praying for and supporting each other. We
to be learners
on of
Christ
of It is
Every one of our classes serves both in and want
out ofour
our students
school community.
It isfocused
a huge part
who as
wethe
are centre
as a school.
everything
and
weother
wantand
ourtostudents
have
the This
learned
to be
part of who we are as Christians. We are called
to serve
each
be a lighttofor
others.
can tools
be demonstrated
successful
in and
where
ever God
them toDay
be. in Guelph to our Grade
in many ways from our JK class making cookies
for Hope
House
on Random
Actscalls
of Kindness
Service -

1. An act of helpful activity; help; aid

8 class making and serving breakfast to the homeless and those in need. Our students are serving our greater community.
We are also serving in our school through our actions to other classes when we share a note of encouragement. Students
are serving when they come up with ideas to help others such as the Buddy Bench or the pop tab collection for wheelchairs.
Students are finding great joy in serving others.
When we talk about our mission to, “Nurture, Educate, and Inspire in Christ-centred Learning and Serving” we do so
knowing that it is the filter through which we do all things in our school. It is important that we all understand what that
means and what it looks like for our school to be successful.
As we look to the future, we are developing a new Strategic plan for the next three years within a 5 and 7 year story. Our
mission will help us filter which ideas and directions to pursue into the future of our school. We will continue to grow and
develop who we are as a school. Through it all, we can be confident that we are fulfilling our mission in the context of this
great Christian school that we all know and love.
Guelph Community Christian School will continue to serve families and students as we, “Nurture, Educate, and Inspire in
Christ-centred learning and serving.” May God continue to bless our students and our school as He so graciously has over
the past 54 years. God is good and greatly to be praised!
Blessings, Mike Vanderboor – Principal
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Here Lies Faithful Fred and Fancey Flo
May 24, 2015 - October 25, 2015
Though both of their lives were short, Fred and Flo warmed
people’s lives with their bright colours at a bus stop near a
rundown office.
Fred and Flo will be remembered for their beautiful colors and
bright, leafy spirits.
On the afternoon of their dreadful deaths, Fred wore a flight jacket
and Flo wore a rose-colored suit, both with stars of courage
attached.
Fred and Flo died jumping out of a burning tree.
They dove like graceful swans. Fred was first and Flo was last.
Their death was horrid and tragic.

Rest in peace, Faithful Fred and Fancy Flo.
By Annika (Gr. 4)

Here lies Beautiful Brittany.
April 19, 2015 - October 31, 2015
Though her life was short, Brittany brought kindness and gentleness
wherever she fluttered.
Brittany will be remembered for her love of life and providing shade
for people walking or sitting under her tree.
On the night of her death, Brittany wore a beautiful orange dress
that was made of silk.
Brittany floated down peacefully and made no sound
when she hit the ground.

Farewell, Beautiful Brittany.

By Vivienne (Gr. 5)
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FROM THE GCCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Our 2015/2016 school year is well underway and we are excited for many great things to come, but we
also take time to reflect on the blessings that our school, staff, students and parents have experienced.
GCCS is a beautiful place where we seek to nurture, educate and inspire students in Christ-centred
learning and serving. Thanks be to God for his leading.
Your board of directors would like to share a few updates since July 1 2015:

New Roof
July and August were a refreshing break for all of us, but GCCS remained a busy place all summer
long. We have a brand new roof and a surplus of buckets as we no longer need to catch the drips
throughout the school. The solar roof was also installed and as a result we lost the natural light coming
through the wing tips of Pagani butterfly roof, however lighting was installed in lieu of this. Have you
noticed any difference? The new roof cost was $357,186 however with proceeds of $170,000 from
our solar contract, we were able to offset this cost by 47.6% for a net cost of $187,186. A huge thank
you is extended to our solar roof committee: Brad Wallace, Joel Koops, Chris Burkhart, Dan
Chapman, Bob Mason, Kevin Klein-Geltink and Tanya Pennings.

Fundraising
The board was excited to announce the hiring of Will Rowe as the school’s Director of Development
- Major Gifts and Sponsorship. This is a new performance based position at GCCS with a focus on
raising revenue beyond the current fundraising activities such as the Fall Fund Drive and Skate-AThon etc… Rowe has experience with successful capital campaigns for the University of Guelph and
Waterloo. He is also the co-founder and President of Nutrasource Diagnostics Inc.

Strategic Plan – 2020 Vision
Rebecca Sutherns was able to introduce Vision 2020 at the FGM. This is the new strategic plan to
help lead and direct GCCS into 2020. As we seek feedback from GCCS stakeholders, we ask you to
pray for the Lord’s leading as new goals, policies and strategies are developed.

Board Members
We have welcomed 4 new board members: Joel Koops, Karen Proper, Pieter Roffel and Jake
DeBruyn.
You will find their profile and a family picture of them as well as the other 5 board members in the
next couple pages. A new link will soon be added to our web-site to introduce our board members to
the world.
The board enjoys serving our school community and we are all passionate about Christian education
at GCCS. Please contact any one of us should you have questions, comments or suggestions at any
time at board@guelphccs.ca.
Jason Stoter, Chair
for the Board of Directors
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MEET THE BOARD

Jason Stoter

Peter Schuurman

Board Chair

Vice Chair, HR

Jason is the 2015/16 board chair for
GCCS. He is entering his 3rd year
as a board member and has served
as vice chair and on HR for the
previous 2 years. He was also
delighted to be part of the COO
hiring committee that brought Mike
to GCCS. He has also volunteered
with the Skate-A-Thon, JK
lunchroom duty, SK library reading
and field trips.

Peter is the vice-chair of the board
for 2015-2016 and serves on the
Human Resources committee. This
is his second year on the board, as
he has served as liaison for
Recruitment and Retention (R&R)
as well as in smaller ways on the
Promotions
Committee
and
Membership Committee. His R&R
role included helping with the
GCCS School Survey, New Parent
Orientation, Vision Night, and
New Parent Socials. Peter also
displayed his practical skills during
the renovation of the new school
building a few years ago, as he
chipped mortar off old bricks and
pulled bent nails out of classroom
ceilings.

Jason is married to Faye Stoter and
they have 3 children at GCCS:
Annika (4), Jacob (2) and Ruby
(SK). They currently attend First
CRC in Guelph and have enjoyed
serving in various leadership roles.
Jason is currently serving as
President with Vivere Ltd., a
hammock company that he
founded in 2004 after completing
his MBA at the University of
Guelph.
In their spare time, the Stoter’s
enjoy visiting with family and
friends, camping, playing/coaching
sports and travelling.

Peter is married to Joy Schuurman
and they have three children at
GCCS this year: Joseph (Gr. 4),
Petra (Gr. 2), and Grace (SK and
K+). They all attend New Life
Christian Reformed Church where
Peter serves on the Preaching
Team.
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Joel Koops
Treasurer
Joel is serving as the Treasurer for
this year. He has been delighted to
be part of the school community
and has served on various volunteer
committees such as membership,
finance, capital campaign, hiring
committee for Mike, and was a
previous
board
member
as
treasurer.
Joel has been involved with GCCS
since 2004, when he and his wife
Eva, sent their son Brendan to
Junior Kindergarten. Currently,
Brendan is in grade 10 at
Woodland, Anika is in grade 7 and
Chiara is in grade 3 at GCCS. Joel
and his family attend New Life
CRC here in Guelph. As a family,
they
enjoy
hockey,
dance,
gymnastics, music, and travelling,
as well as quiet time just being
together.
Joel is co- owner of MSW
Canadian Plastics, an extrusion
manufacturing
company
they
started in 2007.
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Jake DeBruyn
Secretary

Karen Proper
Promotions, Membership

Jen Laskowski
CPC, Membership

Jake DeBruyn is pleased to join the
GCCS Board as secretary for a 9
month term.

Karen is a new member to the Board
of GCCS this year – and very
pleased to be able to serve in this
capacity!

Jen is currently in her second year
on the Board. Last year she
served on the Human Resources
Committee and CPC and this
year she will once again be part of
CPC as well as serving on the
Membership Committee.

Jake is married to Joan. Their son
James is in Grade 1 at GCCS, and
their daughter Emily is 3 years old
and will enter JK next year.
Jake and Joan are members at New
Life Christian Reformed Church in
Guelph. Jake has been active in
ministry at New Life, including
participating in the Healing Prayer
Ministry, Board of Management,
Pastoral Elders, and as a Connect
Time (Teen Sunday School)
instructor. Jake has also volunteered
on the City of Guelph Environmental
Advisory Committee in the past.
Jake works as an agricultural
engineer at the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs. He has used that experience
to lead a GCCS school chapel on the
virtues of manure.
Jake looks forward to bringing
enthusiasm, prayer, communications
skills, and a love for making clear
policies to the GCCS Board.

Her family has been a part of the
school community for the past 7
years, beginning with the enrollment
of our oldest daughter, Lauren, in
Senior Kindergarten. Lauren is now
in Grade 6, they also have a
daughter Kristen in Grade 3 and
their youngest daughter Jaidyn is in
Grade 1.
As a family, they attend Guelph
First Christian Reformed Church,
where Karen has been involved by
teaching Sunday school for many
years.
They are busy with
swimming, soccer and GEMs, but
find time to enjoy “family movie
nights” and other activities together.
Karen has been working in the
food/related industry for the past 15
years, with a strong focus in
Research & Development. She also
enjoys reading, baking, travelling
and spending time with good
friends.
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Jen is married to Dave Laskowski
and they have two children at
GCCS: Nathan (Gr.4) and
Connor (Gr.2). Jen has a special
place in her heart for GCCS as
she herself is an alumnus of the
school (although she will never
admit which year she graduated
in).
They currently attend
Lakeside Church - Central.
Jen is born in raised in
Guelph. She graduated from the
University of Guelph with a
degree in Social Sciences and
now both she and her husband
work as police officers with the
Waterloo
Regional
Police
Service. Recently, Jen completed
a second degree in Business
Administration.
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Melissa Currie
Fundraising, Development Director
This is Melissa’s second year serving on the
board at GCCS in the capacity of Fundraising
and Director of Development, Major Gifts and
Sponsorship.
They began at GCCS in 2012 when the school
made its move into our current location from its
original longstanding Water street home.
Makayla began her journey at GCCS in SK and
is currently in Grade 3.
She has been involved in several volunteer
capacities at GCCS. In 2015 Melissa initiated
and introduced our first ever GCCS Staff
Appreciation Week with a good friend and
family of GGCS (Sandy Burkhart) with the
hope that becomes an annual celebration!
Melissa works for the County of Wellington in
the Child Care Services Department evaluating
the quality of licensed child care programs. She
has a strong desire to contribute to how young
children experience education, as a parent
volunteer first. However, she brings to the table
the experience as someone who works in early
childhood education, has an (perhaps unique
for a parent) understanding of other aspects of
education delivery (i.e., the role of
administration, of curriculum, of physical
environment) that factor in to education and
how it is ultimately experienced by children and
their families.
As a family the Currie’s attend Lakeside
Central. In that free time they love being
outside and active together. They enjoy
watching and playing sports and in the summer
spend most of our time up North.
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Piete Roffel
Finance, CPC Committee
Pieter is new to the Board this year.
He is excited about the
responsibilities and opportunities
this role will bring. As an alumni, he
looks forward to assisting the school
community in embracing the future
while remembering the past.
Pieter is married to Jodie and they
have three active boys who attend
GCCS, Tanner (5), Chace (2) and
Holden (SK). They have been
members for many years at Lakeside
Church where they volunteer in the
Lakeside
Kids
ministry
and
participate in Lakeside bible study
groups.
For the past 11 years, Jodie has
managed her own Hair Salon, Tique
Hair Studio in downtown Guelph.
After graduating from the University
of Guelph with a Bachelor of
Commerce degree, Pieter ventured
into Finance. He presently works for
a division of a Rabo Bank with
responsibilities across Canada.
The Lord has blessed the Roffel’s
with close family and friends which
they make priorities in their lives.
When there’s free time they love to
camp, play sports, fish (more so the
boys) and travel.
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Rebecca Sutherns
Promotions, Membership
Rebecca Sutherns is in her third
year on the GCCS Board and it’s
her family’s fourth year at the
school. She is pleased to serve on
the Membership and Program
Committees this year. Rebecca is
active in various other volunteer
capacities in the community,
including
teaching
healthy
relationships
and
parenting
courses.
Her youngest son, Jonah, is in
Grade 6. His older sisters
Genevieve and Claire are at John
F Ross CVI in grades 9 and 12,
and Hannah is beginning her
second
year
in
Social
Development and Peace and
Conflict Studies at the University
of Waterloo.
She and her husband Tim are
enjoying their 25th year of
marriage. They attend Grace
Community Church and are also
connected with Church of the
Ward in their neighbourhood.
She has a facilitation and strategic
planning consulting business and
Tim
runs
an
engineering
company.
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Are you looking for a
Christian school that will
Nurture,
Educate,
and
Inspire your child?
Come and visit GCCS! It is our
mission to Nurture, Educate and
Inspire our students from JK
through to Grade 8.
Our Principal, Mr.Vanderboor,
would be please to provide a
personal tour of our amazing
school and answer any questions
you may have concerning
Christian Education at GCCS.
Feel free to stop in during our
Open House or contact the
school office to arrange your own
personal tour!

GCCS OPEN HOUSE
& KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION DAY
FEBRUARY 2, 2016 – 9:00 AM-9:00 PM
GCCS Vision Night begins at 7:00 PM – Join us for this Interactive Evening!

Our Mission is:

To NURTURE, EDUCATE
AND INSPIRE
in Christ-centred learning and serving

195 College Ave. West, Guelph Ontario, N1G 1S6; Ph#: 519-824-8860; Email: info@guelphccs.ca

