
To nurture, educate and inspire students in Christ-centred learning and serving.

intouch
The ‘Praise the Lord, We’re Finally In!’ Edition

W I N T E R  2 0 1 3

 C U T T I N G  T H E  R I B B O N !
Over 300 supporters joined us on Sunday, 
September 16th to praise the Lord for his 
provision of our new location at 195 College 
Avenue West.  But first, we had to cut the 
ribbon.

In the photo to the left, members of the Board, 
Campaign, and  Staff join local MPP Liz 
Sandals in cutting the ribbon.

A  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T
The  Lord provided  approximately 10,000 hours of volunteer 
labour through parents and grandparents of many of the school’s 
240 students, as well as some other local residents.  

When 300 trees, shrubs and perennials were delivered in mid-July,  
25 volunteers came in and planted them in one day. The next day  
the mulch came, and so did more volunteers. The next day, sod and  
more volunteers arrived. 

The playground structure arrived after classes had started, so the 
volunteers, including about 10 students from Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic High School, 
had to start work after school hours and worked into the night by floodlight. 
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The Boys’ Soccer Team enjoy a moment of 

relaxation with their coaches, Stewart McCann and 

Dwight Smikle at a recent tournament.

Our grade girls in 4 Cross County Running 

showed a determined effort to get off to a 

good start in their meets this year.

On National Tree Day,  September 26, the Village by the 

Arboretum, invited three of our students to participate in 

planting a Sugar Maple outside their community centre. 

On a recent class trip to Guelph Conservation 
Area, the Grade 4 class discovered many 
wonderful creations in the water of Guelph  Lake! 

$3.5 Million  Campaign Goal

$3.2 Million Campaign Pledges 
& Gifts to Date 

Thank you for 
your generous 
support!

Every time you shop at Smart 
Betty they donate     

of the revenue to

Visit:  www.smartbetty.com
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(The Patrick family have been so busy 
that the only way to get a family 

shot for inTouch was to add 
her to the side) 

are new 
arrivals to Guelph 
and GCCS. Both 
Louis and Karlene 

moved around frequently when they were younger. Louis’ 
background is Guyanese but he has lived in Scotland, the 
British Virgin Islands, Montana and Toronto. Karlene grew 
up in Africa as a missionary kid but has also lived in Sweden, 
Japan, Manitoba and Toronto. They met in a church 
orchestra in Toronto, got married and settled there for 6 
years. Karlene is a teacher and Louis is self-employed as a 
music school owner. Once Carina announced her presence 
they decided that it would be a good idea to move closer to 
family for support, so they moved to Guelph to be close to 
Karlene’s parents and sister. 

As a family, the Patricks enjoy riding bikes, going to the park, 
music, reading, traveling and watching a movie every once 

This is Melinda’s 
first year teaching 
at GCCS, though 

she enjoyed many days of supply teaching here last year.  
Melinda is originally from Cambridge and taught Grades 4 
to 8 at Brantford Christian School. She took some time off 
with her husband in his countertop business for six years 
during which time she also home-schooled her children.    
Melinda returned to teaching in a supply capacity in  local 
Christian Schools for 1 ½ years before officially joining 
the staff at GCCS.

Melinda has a B.A. from the University of Toronto, and a 
B.C.Ed. from Redeemer University.  On top of this, she is 
currently working on her B.Ed. at Redeemer University.  
Together, she and her husband, Eric  of 17 ½ years have two 
beautiful children who attend GCCS – Jessica in Grade 7, 
and Danielle in Grade 3.  Melinda and Eric met while  roller 
skating 26 years ago and now as a family they enjoy roller 
skating together once a month - still ‘old-school-style’ on 4 
wheels side-by-side.  The family loves animals.  They have 
a dog, a cat, and a bearded dragon…. and another dragon 
in the school classroom.   Together they attend Grace 

Bible Church in 
Preston.

The Bronsveld 
family is new to 
the Guelph area 
and is thrilled with 
the many trails that they can hike and bike along.  
The ice-cream at The Boathouse along the way is 
definitely a family favourite!  They also love to travel 
around on their motorcycles!  This past summer, the 
Bronsvelds went camping in the Niagara Falls area.  
It had been seven years since they last camped in 
a very comfortable trailer, so this brought a whole 
new experience for the family. 

“I am thankful for the gift of teaching your 
children.  I’m grateful to God for every laugh and 
conversation; for the privilege of sharing in their 
accomplishments; and for the love and joy they 
bring to my life.  I love ‘digging deep’ with them to 
discuss the heart of issues and concerns and to see 
the community being built up by each other.”

Melinda Bronsveld

Jessica, Melinda, Danielle, Eric Bronsveld

in a while. Louis 
is passionate 
about track & 
field and music, 
especially jazz. 
Karlene loves to read, play piano and hang out with family. 
Alexus loves the arts and has been involved in a number 
of dramas. Danny loves numbers and learning about God’s 
creation. Matthew just loves life and is full of energy from 
morning ‘til night. Carina just loves sleeping, eating and 
“chatting” with whoever will listen.

Alexus attended a Christian school in Toronto and had 
such a positive experience that  when the family moved, 
Louis and Karlene knew they had to find another positive 
school environment where their children could continue to 
grow academically and spiritually. They had heard about 
GCCS through family members, checked it out and were 
sold. Everyone is so welcoming at the school and they look 
forward to getting involved and getting to know more of 
the parent community. The kids have felt very welcome at 
GCCS and are starting to settle in and make new friends. 
Music class is one of Danny’s highlights every week. He 
comes home singing and acting out the newly learned 
songs. Alexus enjoys school as well and has gotten involved 
in a number of extra-curricular activities. 

The Patrick Family
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What’s Coming Up

Science Fair and Arts Festival 
Wednesday Evening 
February 27, 2013

We have jokingly called this the “‘We’re finally in’ 
edition” with reference to the last two and a half 
years of planning and campaigning and bidding 
for,  and buying and renovating,  and moving and 
settling into our new location at 195 College Ave 
West. It has seemed like a long journey, and some 
of us were wearing out, but now that we are here, 
and we see the children enjoying the bright, open 
and airy spaces inside the building, and outside in 
the playground, it has all been worth it!

At times the task seemed overwhelming, but looking 
back – what has been overwhelming has been the 
Lord’s mercy and grace and provision.  Looking 
back, we can see only one set of footprints in the 
sand!  Now we can see that the Lord was putting 
the right person in the right  place at the right time 
for each step of the journey. 

We have had many good chairpeople leading 
our Board since 1961, but we needed one with a 
combination of energy, courage, and organizational 
acumen to lead us through this process.  Someone 
who would get us out of the boat, so that the 
Lord could help us walk on water. The Lord 
sent that leader in the person of Brad Wallace, a 
successful businessman in the upper echelons of an 
international environmental services company.  

We needed good leadership on our Capital 
Campaign.  Someone who was experienced in 
campaigns, who was well-respected in the Christian 
community, who could lead the practical work of 
campaigning in a spiritual manner. Someone who 
knew that our campaign was more about building 
the Kingdom of God than about a building of 
bricks and mortar.  We were blessed when Peter 
Kingma agreed to lead this vital part of the process.  
To prepare for the funds coming in and going out, 
we needed a Finance Committee Chair who was 
comfortable negotiating big numbers with banks, 
and Chris Burkhart served enthusiastically in that 
role. 

We needed a special blend of faith, and engineering 
expertise, and mission sensitivity for the role of 
Facility Committee Chair.  That is a rare blend but 
the Lord had someone in mind, and Jack Tacoma
listened when He spoke.  Jack is a retired Civil 

Engineer with an artistic flair.  He is well-respected 
in the Christian community, and in the building 
community.  He could see that this project and the 
resulting school would be a testimony to God’s 
faithfulness moving in and through His people.  He 
listened to the concerns of all parties and led the 
renovation process to its successful and beautiful 
conclusion. 

We also needed someone who could bring the time 
and expertise and calm integrity to the job site every 
day, day in day out, for ninth months. Where do you 
find such a person?  Again, the Lord provided in the 
person of Daryl Holmes.  Daryl has been successful 
in business, and decided a few years ago to retire 
and give more of his time to his family, to youth 
sporting organizations, and to worthy causes in 
the community.  He committed to the hard task of 
translating our dreams, and plans and funds into a 
renovated building.  He served on site six days a week 
from November to July, and then kept coming back 
to tie up loose ends.  He would assertively monitor 
the work of the contractors from Monday to Friday, 
and then patiently direct the efforts of the volunteers 
on Saturday.  Week in and week out for 36 weeks!

We praise the Lord for the many supporters who 
opened their pocket books for this cause.   We praise 
Him for the many businesses that gave their materials 
and services enthusiastically. We praise Him for the 
many volunteers who gave their time and energy 
joyfully.  The Lord was working through them all 
– and we pray that he will now use this building 
to enable our  staff to nurture, educate and inspire 
students in Christ-centred learning and serving.  To 
God be the glory!

195 College Ave West, Guelph Ontario N1G 1S6   •   Tel: 519-824-8860   •  Fax: 519-824-2105
www.guelphccs.ca  •  Email: info@guelphccs.ca
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